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Diaries — A Reminder 


At the time of going to press there is a small stock of 
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i i ailable. To prevent possib 
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The Index for Volume XXXIV of the JOURNAL is now 
being printed. Readers wishing to obtain a copy are 
invited to send a stamped addressed envelope (2d.) to the 


Editorial Office. 
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Notes and Comment 


= PLIGHT OF THE HUNGARIAN REFUGEES 
Homeless a Soe the public imagination ae 
People throughout the country one lo fi A 
their immediate distress and provide them wit ib 5 L ad È 
i valthood have met with a heartening response. Unfortunately, 
this is not an isolated call for help. Before the Hungarian 
ich a ccurred, there were already 2,000,000 stateless 
ee a the world with 250,000 of them still in Europe. 
k in his 'article (see JOURNAL, June, 1956) pin- 
pointed the sufferings of 70,000 post-war engr oa rane in 
old factories divided into tiny rooms with = kaai or 
blanket walls, or in Rhineland barracks that } Toed con- 
sidered unhealthy! At this moment they are cont inning to 
exist on a ‘poor relief’ allowance that just buys enough food 
for bare subsistence. That the wells of human Kindness vun 
deep has again been amply demonstrated; let us nv. it our 
business to ensure that the cry from these other ‘ioiuctess 
people is heard and answered. 


A HAMPER OF AUSTRALIAN FOODSTUFFS FOR 
A good distribution to old people went to Buck- 
Witness hurst Hill Branch for selling mos! tickeis 

for the play, Witness for the Prosecution, produced at the 

Scala Theatre, London, on November 28, by the Stock 

Exchange Dramatic and Operatic Society. The box-office 

was supported by London and Home Counties Branches. 

Builders and individual members, and provided a welcome 

£390 for the Family Purse. 


Return DUE TO JOHN DURHAM’S FORCEFUL WRITING, 
of ‘RUE Bill Davidson, the leading character in his 
two previous series of articles, became real 
to many readers, some of whom were highly indignant when 
the author killed off Bill’s young wife in the last instalment. 
While unable to predict what Bill will now do, we feel sure 
that many will share our pleasure in his return to these pages 
and again follow his adventures with close interest, j 
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Problem UNDETERRED BY THE SAD TALE OF A MEMBER 
whose appeal in the National press for used 
razor blades brought such a response that 
his garage became chock-full with unsaleable blades, Peter 
Cubitt, of Darlington Branch is confident that he has a steady 
market for selling used blades to help the Family Purse; the 
only Stipulation being that they must be of the slotted type 
(Gillette or 7 o'clock). Here is an opportunity of solving a 
perpetual problem by posting your used razor blades direct 
to: Peter L. Cubitt, 35 Dale Road, Darlington, Co. Durham. 


Solved 


Stic: THE BRIGHT IDEA FOR TAKING A COUNTRY 
able house in Wiltshire and filling it with a mix- 

wospeet ture of people for the Whitsuntide week is 
being sponsored by Toc H Women’s Association this year. 
The place: Philipp’s House, Dinton, nine miles from Salis- 
bury. The date: June 8 to 15. The cost: £5 per head. The 
speaker at the morning sessions will be the Rev. Norman 
Motley and further details can be had by writing to Miss 
Celia Powell at Crutched Friars House, London, E.C.3. 


“OUR TASK IN THE WELFARE STATE IS TO 
ater „make certain that our ‘jobs’ are really 
SCG personal and wrought out of love. We fall 
often for the big, the impressive. the spectacular in a world 
which is impressed by size... . Many. if not most. men 
icam by doing rather than by listening or talking and we 
ueve got to afford them these opportunities which would 
otherwise pass them by;” This quotation is ‘lifted’ from a 
pencirating article “Afterthoughts on a Power Conference” 
written by John Adam in the Winter number of New Forum 
which provides one of the best comments that we have so far 
read on the recent Power Conferences. 


Hopea ypo 


ol g ieaie 


; _» A USE FOR DISCARDED SPECTACLES IN 

pia Specs almost unlimited quantities has been found 

New Life by the Christian Medical Mission at Vellore. 
South India. One London Branch organised a local collection 
and were able to send them well over 2,000 pairs. Other 
Branches may like to follow their lead. Parcels of spectacles 
(preferably without the cases) should be sent direct to: The 
Friends of Vellore. Annandale, North End Road. London, 
N.W.11, from whom further information about the work of 
the hospital can be obtained. 
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Friends of the Old House 


BARCLAY BARON 


u of Talbot House. birthplace of 
ders over forty years ago, has not 


i i erely in the lively and lovin 
aoe Prabb s e Bo oe constantly reprintcs 
pages ae oh only in the nostalgic stories of old sweats’ 
aT ee its first four years. It has a remarkable life of its 
be T e strong hands on members of a new generation 
eae nt they enter ils doors and will not let them go even 
es thee Not least it is nowadays the gate- 


they get home again. 
A Belgium, no longer a foreign country to those who 


in and again to Poperinge. and to the hearts of true 
Belgian frends, “The tides of the spirit quicken” the Old 
Morhen Talbot oie became available again on the libera- 
tion of Poperinge in 1944 the habit of ‘Pop pilgrimages’, very 
lively between the wars, was long since broken: the ex pense of 
a visit had increased five-fold. The awakening of ‘he yost- 
war membership to the delightful rewards of 1 ‘xing the 
effort needed much stimulus and took time. In th= ast wear 
or two the tide has obviously turned and is now ¢° nice an 
impetus of its own. Members are discovering for `era:sives 
that the Old House is always new and that it stil: iclds the 
very secret of Toc H. 
As if to test the reality of this new chapter “over there” 
the Old House Committee at home decided to irv owt a 
re-union in London of recent visitors, most of whom had been 
over for the first time. The invitation to a raily might 
reasonably have expected a few dozen enthusiasts. It exceeded 
all expectation and every available seat in Forty-two Trinity 
Square when 260 members invaded Tower Hill on the after- 
noon of Saturday, November 10. They came from as far 
afield as Carlisle and North Wales. Lincolnshire and Devon. 
They took part in a programme which never flagged for a 
moment from 3 p.m. until after 8 p.m. E 
a Ae as was very varied. It began with a get- 
—_ ; It would have been very hard to get apart in the 
E i round the room. Then Barkis. who was in 
me at eae, blew a warden’s whistle which 
clear’ (more or less) among an audience on 
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by 


rye MAGIC TOUC 
Toc H in Flan 


chairs in the middle, on newspapers in front or on their feet 
at the back. Among apologies from absentees was a note 
from Frank Gillard, director of the B.B.C. Western Region, 
formerly a very active Toc H secretary in the South West, 
who was able one evening in 1944 to broadcast the news of 
the liberation of Poperinge that day and his own welcome at 
Talbot House. Then some of those present were tumultuously 
welcomed, in particular Yvonne Derynck and Angéle, our 
caretaker in Pop, with her husband Sylvain, who had come 


A chegue for £10 from Scunthorpe Branch of Toc H Women’s Association 
heing presented at the Re-union, towards re-furnishing the Old House. 
(to r. Mirs. S. F. Boum, Scunthorpe, Yvonne, ‘Barkis’, Angele, Sylvain.) 


froin Belgium for the event. There followed the suggestion 
from the chair that some of those who had been to Pop. 
might like to cement the bond of this experience by becoming 
‘Friends of the Old House’, with the privileges of keeping in 
touch with each other, of promoting the welfare of the House, 
recruiting new visitors to it and paying a minimum of 5s, a 
year to help its funds. Debate on this proposition was expected 
but it was loudly welcomed without a dissentient voice. 

A full, hour was allowed for tea, served smoothly from three 
‘bars’, and then the audience scrambled back to their places 
for the main events of the afternoon. First there was a brief 
‘prizegiving’ when picture books of London, signed by all 
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. o the Belgian guests—not forgetting 
those present. Wer vnde Blancard, whom n ~ H 
one to be sent be knows. The pièce de résistance ; owed 
visitor to Popotni the screen of a magnificent pn of colour | 
—the first TE es, Ypres and Poperinge. the Wi Points 
photographs 0 5 arties, taken for us by Peter Bennett, 
chiefly visited by our p son. a member of the Old House 


k Sor ; 
wih the help of Chart work of areal artist in photography -> 
Committee. 


i as few societies possess, 
5 shed record such as ] 

and w Ae available to members, at home or over. 
ny Ne form of a set of ‘frames’ or a film-strip, with 
seas, | 


a olour pictures of real interest 
in the afternoon other c f ir 
ee aye members. were shown. And there was a most 


ise item when Philip Slessor of the B.B.C, 
ey ey wae commanded to tell the classic comic 
woe ot his father, Paul Slessor, and the truant swan from 
story O Peace on the Ypres battlefield. The story (which 


f : 
oa iy broddcast a couple of years ago) will not soon be 


tten. eae l 
po so, with the ceremony of ‘Light’ and homegoing | 


iss Me i ember of Toc H 
rayers led by Miss Macfie, a Foundation member 9 Toc H, 
Hie feiende of the Old House said goodbye to e ear aug 


experience. 3, 


BELGIUM THIS Yio 


Plans are already being made for more parties ĉo Bo‘gium 
during the summer. Private members are toying with the idea 
of organising a week’s visit based on Bruges and Poperinge, 
with trips to Brussels, Antwerp and Ghent, or possibly to 
Walcheren Island in Holland, for approximately £18 inclusive 
from London. The success of the previous parties was out- 
standing, and it is true to say that they have been quite unlike 
the usual type of tourist parties. The tours so far definitely 
booked, and their leaders to whom applications should be 
made, are as follows: 


April 19/22 North Western Area, Women’s Association, 

Easter Mrs. Davipson, Cross Cottage, Kirkby Lonsdale, 
Near Carnforth, Lancs. 

June 7/11 Western Area. 

Whitsun W. F. Brooker, Toc H, 16 Charlotte St., Bristol, 1. 

June 15/22 Kent and Sussex Areas, 


C. A. CATTELL, St. Catherine's, Highfield Road, 
East Grinstead, Sussex 
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June 22/29 F. G. Cuesworin, Toc H Headquarters, 47 Francis 
Street. London, S.W.1. 
June 29/luly 6 F. G. CHESWORTH, as above. 


July 6/13 J. H. Crark. Toc H Headquarters, 47 Francis 
Street, London, S.W.1. 
Aug. 17/24 South Eastern Region, Women’s Association. 


Miss Rusy Retr, 8 Cumberland Walk, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. 
Aug. 31/Sept. 2 Women’s Association Mixed Party. 
Bis Bes PERRIN, Crutched Friars House, London. 
Aug. 31/Sep. 6 F.G. CHESWORTH, as above. 


The private traveller 
Some members who will not be going over with the 
organised parties may nevertheless like company on the way. 
For that reason we give below the dates and routes on which 
the Hon. Wardens will cross, so that such members may 
team up with them if desired. Private travellers will naturally 
get their own tickets. unless, of course, a Warden receives 
cenuwrics from enough “fellow travellers’ to obtain the 
advantages of a party ticket, in which case he will probably 
to get all the tickets required. But that will be a 
i arrangement between the members concerned and the 
acces. Please write direct to him. Here are the dates: 
‘uns 1 Leave London Saturday a.m., via Ostend. 
A. R. WARD, 76 Streatham Vale, London. S.W.16. 
ee Leave London Saturday a.m.. via Ostend. 
J. Mewis, 22 Friday Street. Warnham, Horsham, 
Sussex. 
Juac 28 Leave London Friday a.m.. via Ostend. 
Miss ELSA Perrin, Toc H Women’s Association. 
Crutched Friars House. E.C.3. 
July $5 Leave London Saturday a.m.. via Ostend. 
Miss Erica Lee, 6 Salisbury Road. Leicester. 
July 26 Leave London Friday a.m.. via Ostend. . 
T. L. CAMERON, 59 Waldegrave Gardens, Upminster, 
Essex. 
Aug. 9 Leave London Friday a.m.. via Ostend. 
S. J. Nery, 11 Brookside South, East Barnet, 
Herts. . 
Aug. 24/Sept. 7 Mrs. GWEN Prior (not travelling from U.K.). 
Revised Charges at Talbot House 
These have been simplified, and this year there will be no 
distinction between those who reserve accommodation in 
advance through London, and those who call on chance. 
Bed Charge: 40 francs per night. with every seventh night free. 
House Charge: 15 francs per day. with every seventh day free. 
These are official charges for which official receipts are 
given. The proceeds go to the Old House funds. Payment 
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Meals in the house are, a, 


P ian francs. he: Kja 4 
must be in Pie of private arrangement wiih, Angle, the 
previously, 8 ma Ker, For the convenience of all concerneg 

aker. 


er-willi ae ee Is, in this way. Reco 
ever-willing ca arge for meals, m. 
she will make a fixed charg neluded in these charges: 


ense for her services is not! ae Ganed 

P Hot dinner: eee {5 francs. 
Continental breaktast- 25 francs. 
Cold supper as any advice, any suggestions, any 


For any other aa Secretary. Toc H Headquarters, 


Ke a Ho ? i 
A A Pa odon, s.W.i. He will at least try! 


OE 


This Year of Growth 


prorE leaving for Australia, JOHN CALLF, the 
Administrator, wrote to all Branches. wishing 
hem a busy and fruitful time. He continued : Uppermost 
ee inds, I feel sure, Js the desire to see our Movement 


in all our min ; A i 
seen not for our own selfish satisfaction, but for the 


g at Toc H can be doing in the world.” 
eer constitute a challenge to be though: about and 
acted upon. Most aptly they can be supported by ths words 
addressed by the Central Guard of the Lamp ic every new 
Branch upon its recognition: 

“The foremost aim of Toc H is to preserve and pees ona 
spirit. No Branch can claim to be worthy of its recognition 
unless it is continually reaching outwards, infecting noi only 
its own members but an ever-widening circle of friends. 
While having its ‘ups and downs’, the Branch will sec to it 
that younger men are constantly being challenged, better ways 
of service discovered and the sense of adventure retained. 

“The criterion of success in a Branch is two-fold—that its 
own feet should be firm and that its hands should be busy with 
ever-new ‘missionary’ effort. The light of Toc H is a constant 
reminder that the ready spirit in which the Elder Brethren 
faced trial and difficulty must not only be maintained among 
ourselves but must also be transmitted to future generations.” 

How fine a welcome home to John Callf it would be if in 
May every Central Councillor could lay his hand on his heart 
OF wave it in the air to signify that he had had a share directly 
or indirectly, in the formation of at least one new group—“for 
the great good that Toc H can be doing in the world”. 
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SHARING TOGETHER 


by SIR JOHN HUNT 


Details of an experimental scheme, launched under the 
auspices of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, for grown- 
ups to share some of their leisure with young people. 


HE GREATEST SINGLE NEED in helping boys and 

p girls growing up in today’s conditions, to live 

fully in the present and, in so doing to prepare themselves 

spiritually, mentally and physically for the world of tomorrow, 

is that more grown-ups should play their part. There is a 
crying need for more voluntary, part-time help. 

The conventional word is leadership, but this is apt to be 
misunderstood, and disliked, by grown-ups and young people 
alike. What is needed is simply that more grown-ups, who 
themselves have found leisure or professional activities and 
interests which are al once enjoyable and purposeful, should 
spend some of their leisure sharing their various skills, 
experiences and—best of all—their enthusiasm with the young. 
Phe prospect of bringing together more grown-ups with more 
young people in mutual interests is one of the hopes of His 
Roval Highness the Duke of Edinburgh in offering Awards 
for achievements in various spheres. 

Practical co-operation 

if more grown-ups are to be encouraged to help in this 
way. there must be a practical method for doing so. The 
greater the scope and, significance of this method, the more 
likely they are to realise the importance of the problem, and 
their own opportunities for doing something. Needless to say, 
great significance attaches to a method inspired by a name as 
universally respected as that of the Duke of Edinburgh’s. and 
it is also significant that it has been so widely accepted for 
experiment by so many organisations. statutory and voluntary: 
civilian and Service: within and outside the direct realm of 
education. Here, it is hoped. may be a method which 
transcends parochial boundaries. which engenders more 
practical co-operation and which—most important of all— 
attracts more help from organisations and people whose 
assistance has hitherto not been harnessed to deal with a 
great and growing problem; the problem of apathy and mis- 
directed energy. 
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w being launched as a limited experiment, 
covers essentially fonr apie of interest: 
i ; its: Fitness. 
i vice: Adventure : Pursul es 
HG ice spheres (Or sections) there are a wide range 
i to which average standards have 
hich should be within the ability 


i ake the effort. The attaj 
F avera s to reach, if they ma e effort. The i 
of avare reed standard in one activity in all four 
Sections of the Conditions, will merit an Award. 
is from fourteen upwards to eighteen, and 


area sts, in rising levels of standard. It 


there are three series of te | 
is therefore, hoped that boys will eventually be keen to start 


while they are still at school and, on leaving, want to continue 
tħese acivities, possibly in one or other of the Youth 
Organisations or “open” clubs: or, if they prefer, without 
the obligations of membership to any of those bodies. 

There is thus the long-term prospect that more boys and 
girls will acquire an interest 1n activities which arc absorbing 
in themselves and which, taken together, can develon the 
qualities needed by tomorrow’s citizens. To help snem, and 
thus make our personal contribution towards passis2 cn our 
heritage intact, or bettered, to the next generation, ‘s a 
challenge to each one of us. This is what we should mean 
by progress. 

How can you help ? 

The Scheme is now in its vital, initial trial siacz. The 
pioneers of this experiment are:—the great me.cricy of 
voluntary Youth Organisations with a boy menicersnip: 
some twenty Local Education Authorities: certain Granimar 
aig ae oo certain Boy Training Establishments of 

Each of these authorities is operating the scheme autono- 
mously, but in close co-operation with one another; each 
has decided how to conduct limited. controlled ex eriment 
in the conditions and potentialiti art À 
of the Scheme itself more E eS 
k at Toc H Headauanters Sa ORS SEU a 

hese pioneers, in varyi 
p TS, ying degree i i 

the boys A their chosen pene rei heave ae 
very varied; one or more of t is li ae 
pastime, too. The Tee o w oy N ea 
high degree of expertise is. therefo Lee ee 
coaches”. What is essential | re, not called for from the 

is enthusiasm about the activity 
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and interest in the boys: these qualitics can transform the 
outlook, the effectiveness and the happiness of these boys. 
This aclion can pave the way for widening the opportunities 
offered by the Scheme to many more boys——and girls—in the 
future. When this time comes, Toc H members will again be 
able to render valuable service by introducing the Scheme to 
individual “unattached” boys and girls of their acquaintance. 
Meanwhile help. along the lines indicated, during the experi- 
mental stages will in many places be needed and welcomed. 


OTHER PEOPLE’S CHILDREN 


by M. G. STEELE-PERKINS 
Secretary to the U.K. Committee for UNICEF. 


p THIS COUNTRY our children have a life expectancy 
of over sixty-five years. Parents know that their 
chance of losing a child in the first year of its life is only 
iweaty-five in a thousand. In many parts of Asia life expec- 
‘ec is less than forty years: in Burma infant mortality is 
23C-J per thousand live births. In the world as a whole 600 
milion children lack adequate food, clothing, shelter and pro- 
(cc ion against disease. 
aws is one common scourge of children in Nigeria. In 
sci: areas 10 to 15 per cent of the population are afflicted 
wits sores which eat down into the bones and cause per- 
mancat crippling if unchecked. By the end of 1957, 5,750,000 
Nigerians will have been examined by Government workers 
using UNICEF penicillin, transport and equipment, at a total 
cost to UNICEF of only 3s. per person treated. Before a 
mobile Medical Field Unit visits a village. the chief and his 
people build a palm branch “clinic”. On the day, the popula- 
tion of the surrounding districts form a queue thousands 
strong, for cures are known to be spectacularly quick. and 
attendance averages 95 per cent. Inside the clinic. one mem- 
ber of the team records, a second diagnoses, a third scrawls 
the dose in chalk on the patient’s back. A village boy wields 
soap and brush to clean the patient's skin, an orderly com- 
pletes the job with surgical spirit. Other team members 
sterilize and prepare instruments and give the injection. A 
rail guides the patients from one point to another on this 
assembly line of health. The work of these medical teams. 
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Milk for six-year old Teresa in Jacaleapa, Honduras, provides her best ineat 


which in remoter areas of Northern Rhodesia are the first 
health service the people have ever had, often changes the 
whole outlook of the villagers. They have a new hope, not 
only because their children now have a better chance of grow- 
ing up strong and healthy, but also because it is they them- 
selves, together with orderlies who are fellow-countrymen, 
who have removed the scourge, with no obvious foreign 
assistance. Self-help and co-operative efforts to benefit the 
community are stimulated by the new atmosphere. 

This is only one example of the way in which UNICEF 
co-operates with national governments, voluntary agencies 
and the local people themselves to provide a better future for 
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the children. UNICEF aid is not charity ; for every shilling 
that UNICEF puts into a project, the assisted governments 
on average puts in two. In addition they contribute as 
generously as they can to the international fund. In the words 
of Mr. Nehru, the governments of the under-developed 
countries recognise that “Our children are our tomorrows”. 
They do their best to provide better services for their children 
in the face of considerable difficulties—perhaps a small 
national income owing to lack of natural resources. perhaps 
a climate conducive to widespread pests and diseases. 
UNICEF supplies them with medicjnes, equipment and 
supplementary foods that they could not otherwise obtain, to 
give their children a chance to grow up strong, healthy and 
happy. instead of weaklings who are a burden to their families 
and communities. 

UNICEF celebrated its tenth birthday on December 11, 
1956, at the close of a year in which it had assisted 282 pro- 
grammes in ninety-five countries and territories. It can look 
back on a proud record ; it has helped to: 

Vaccinate 75,000,000 young people against tuberculosis. 

Equip 8,600 maternal and child welfare centres, principally in 

rural areas where such facilities did not exist. 

Frotect more than 10,000,000 families against malaria. 

Provide undernourished children with 8,600.000 cups of milk— 

enough to fill 20 bottles the size of the Eiffel Tower. In 1956 

alone 7,000.000 children and nursing mothers received milk and 

other diet supplements. 

Equip some 175 milk pasteurizing and drying plants, three quarters 

of which are already operating and turning over, at government 

sipense, free or subsidised milk for children. 

© Over 16 million people have been treated, with UNICEF penicillin, 
for yaws. 

For this humanitarian work UNICEF derives its funds 
from voluntary government grants and the donations of 
individuals. In 1955 the United States for example gave 
£3,214.285. Our own government gave £200,000. 

Believing that the work of UNICEF is too little known in 
this country Toc H is supporting the newly formed United 
Kingdom Committee for UNICEF established this autumn 
under the Chairmanship of Viscountess Kilmuir. Its task 
will be primarily the dissemination of information about 
UNICEF in this country, though it also hopes to encourage 
fund-raising for it. Branches who wish for literature on the 
subject, or for information about available speakers, films 
and filmstrips should write to the Secretary at 25 Charles 
Street, London, W.1. 
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UCH 
ULTUM|M 
IN PARVO | IN LITTLE 


January 3 at the invitation 
enie South India, Singapore and 
ry and March will be spent 

i six Australian states in turn, 
Sct A Enee interest and prayers, 


ian Executive of Toc H, the 


left Lond n 
stralia, visiting 
the way. Februa 


W Jonn CALLF 
of Toc H in Au 
New Zealand on 
with the leaders of 
The Administrator 1s assure 


i ice of the Austral ; 
Bo ae have appointed E. H. (Dick) BURGESS to 


has been the 
-adier F, O. CHILTON, D.S.O., who 
E TEE nE for the last six p com 
nfeatione for Australian Headquarters now go to Box 
1202K G.P.O., Adelaide, South Australia. 
ee inted to be Rector 
: RMAN MorTLEY has been appoin 
ot Me inal Cornhill, in the City of London, and will be 
instituted this month. He hopes to be able to continue his 
work at Othona and at times with Toc H. 
Chaplain. =civade 
W The Rev. KENNETH OLIVER, formerly z. Scigad 
of Guards, and Padre of Toc H Mark II, has takes ‘2 his 
new appointment as Assistant Chaplain Genera!, zav East 
Land Forces, Singapore. 
% Eire: The Hon. Correspondent of Toc H in ‘he ‘Trish 
Free State is now HERBERT B. BAGSTER, 37 Copeland Avenue, 
Clontarf, Dublin. 
X Surrey AREA: The Hon. Area Correspondent is now 
Tom W. Harrison, 52 Chaffers Mead, Ashtead, Surrey. 


%$ THe ROLL oF MEMBERS for 1957 is due from all Branches 
this month. Branch Executives will add newly elected mem- 
bers to it during the remaining eleven months. 


% As stated in the last issue. the subscriptions of all Area 
and Central GENERAL MEMBERS renewing their membership 
for 1957 are now due. 


y: TuBBY’s PANCAKE PARTY will be held at the Holborn Hall, 
Gray’s Inn Road, London, on Shrove Tuesday, March 5. 

% For Diaries: Saturday, December 7, 1957, in London, 
the BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL of Toc H. From 11 a.m. for those 
who can and from 3 p.m. for everyone else, until 9.30 p.m. 
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Bill Goes On 


by JOHN DURHAM 


Regular readers will recall the earlier series of 
articles wherein ‘Bill’ Davidson having met Toc H 
followed his clue. When we last heard of Bill, 
his young wife, Kit, had heen killed in a motor 
accident. 


FTER KIT HAD BEEN KILLED I didn’t mind very 
, much what happened. I wasn’t sure then, and 
Pm not certain now, whether I was really glad or not that 
we hadn’t got a kid. I don’t think I would have been awfully 
good at bringing one up more or less on my own. The one 
thing that was left was work. Id always heard that in this 
sort of thing it was work, more than anything else, that helped 
people along; and, my goodness me, I proved it true. For 
the first six months I worked harder than I’d ever done in my 
life. I used to take masses of it home with me, and go at it 
iy into the night, until I was too tired to do anything but 
craw! upstairs to bed. 

Y/eek-ends, too. Kit had got me back to church-going, but 
afte: she had died I steered clear of it. It wasn’t so much that 
ï was in the mood of “Curse God, and die”—though I didn’t 

“ind very much about the dying business—as that the hymns 
and prayers reminded me too much of the times we had had 
iogetaer. So I just funked it. Hawkeye, the Rector and one 
of ihe Branch Padres, was awfully good about it. He never 
said anything about my absence, and I got the idea that he 
understood how I was feeling. Of course the gang kept along- 
side me, urged me not to work so hard, and told me that I 
was a damned fool to do it; though with them too I felt that 
they understood why I was behaving like this, and didn’t 
expect me to take their advice. 

I hadn’t packed up going to the Branch meetings, though 
] didn’t go every week. I had asked to be relieved of the job 
of Secretary and of serving on the District Team—at least for 
the time being and the chaps had agreed to it. It wasn’t that 
1 was ungrateful to them for all they had done when Kit was 
killed or that I wanted to cut adrift from Toc H. It was just 
that 1 wished to be free to work myself silly. 

Two of the people who had written to me on Kit’s death 
had been the Padre and his wife at Oldacre. I had kept in 
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had first met them, and they hag 
a week-end, but somehow it had 
2 $0 J wasn’t awfully surprised when I got J 
never erie S e to go and stay with them. — 
letter asking vs of the day I got the invitation 4 went down 
On the evening ting, and seeing Mike I said to him “Who 


ever since 


touch with them down for 


invited us to 8° 


r and glanced + ae eae) | noticed 
: : is face. At the time I merely thought 
ae st one at the idiotic question I had askeg 
a » he said, “what are you going to do ? Going ?” 
“I think I may as well,” I answered. “They're an extra. 
ordinarily nice couple, and it would make a change over the 
kr that you're going to do that'll make a change, 
Rill 9” asked Hawkeye, who had joined us. „Going away pi 
I told him about the invitation and that I thought of going. 
“Good idea,” he said casually. “I hope you's enjoy it”, 
As I moved away to speak to another chap wo had come 
in I saw that they were grinning at each other, anc wondered 
what on earth they were finding so amusing, | 
So, a fortnight later, I set off in the car for Oldac= 
seen the Padre and his wife for a year or mo 
hadn’t changed a bit. We resumed our relationsh’= 
F it had left off. After we nac washed 
up the supper things and got some 
coffee we sat and talked about this 
% and that. Suddenly I found myself 
A speaking about Kit as I hadn’t done 
since she had been killed. Why I 
did it, I don’t know. I suppose it 
was because they’re such a trans- 
parently kind couple, and because 
they were so obviously happily 
married. I didn’t make a fool of 
myself, of course, for I had got 
over that long ago; but, even so, 
this kind of conversation must 
always be a bit embarrassing for 
the listeners. As a matter of fact 


“Well, he said, “what ore 


you going to do?” it wasn’t a conversation at all, but 
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when a Branch gets like that—and it’s a pretty 


a confounded monologue, while they listened quietly to me. 
When I looked at my watch it was nearly midnight. “I 
say,” I exclaimed, “I’m most awfully sorry. Id no idea it 
was so late, and to-morrow’s Sunday. Please do forgive me.” 
“Don’t be an ass, Bill,” said the Padre. “Midnight’s not 
really late in this house.” 

As I said good-night to my hostess she suddenly put up 
her face and kissed me. “Good-night, Bill dear, I’m so glad 
you came.” 

I didn’t see a great deal of them on the Sunday until supper. 
The Padre had been landed with another Parish to look after 
while its Rector was away ill, and so was busier than ever. 
As we attacked what he called the “inevitable Sunday evening 
cold mutton”, he said to me “How’s Toc H in your part of 
the world ?” 

“Um afraid I haven't been doing very much in that direction 
lately. I’ve just been working like the devil. But it still goes 
ca fairly all right, I think, What about you ?” 

“T{othing very much to report, I think. You know how 

yu. isera to reach a stage where you neither go backwards 
uy Sorvarcs. That's us, it seems to me. Were just plain 
s:aijonary, with no Probationers.” 

“I don’t mean to be rude,” I said, “but 


-vurate description of my own—isn’t 
coolly going backwards ?” 

“1 think you're right. And Pd be 
more worried than I am if I weren’t 
sure there are enough sound blokes in 
the Branch to see us through this stage. 
I wish I could get along to this Con- 
ference, but I haven’t a hope.” 

“What Conference are you talking 
about ?” 

“Oh, hasn't it come your way yet ? 
This ‘Power Conference’ thing. I 
thought it was all over the country.” 

“I do remember hearing something w 
about it the last time I went to the | 
Branch meeting, but it didn’t really ae 
concern me, and I didn’t take much § 
notice. What’s the idea ?” 
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Niri 


7 preatl enamoured of the title, by 
“I don’t gow that Pm eink the idea 1s ‘more power K 
Į suppose i” not saying for a moment that Toc H has 
your elbow » Rede of ‘sink or swim’, but I am saying that irs 
reached the stag aon we've got to learn how to swim 
reached a stage d faster. And if you can get blokes 


. an 
damned SE anc to begin to eR kow to do that, yori 
rom € <h-while doing. 

worth-whi 
done es ce really mean that you can do this 
Pe a Conference. I've had to 80 to a number of them, 


% ed stiff. 
a e dont believe that a Conference can work the 


‘ ‘eve it can do quite a lot to give a chap a 
itty ee de and a lot of encouragement ee 
AATA If it’s the right kind of Conference. that is. The 
trouble is that you always get someone who asks what the 
concrete result will be. Why they will use the word concrete’, 
I can't think. Well, as a matter of fact, I can: but it wouldn't 
be charitable to say. More often than not there isn’t any 
obvious result; but months later, sometimes years later, you 
1 wake up to the fact that what started you off on a new tack 
j was the Conference you’d thought was a wash-out, Heavens, 
Tve been talking just as I did the first time we et. You told 
me I hadn't altered. It’s time I stopped, and tac you went 
to bed. You've got to be up early in the morning.” 
Before I left them the next morning I had prom'sec to come 
and see them again. They couldn’t have been nicer to me. 


[To be continued} 


To OVERSEAS 
| BOOKSELLERS l 
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i We have been exporting English magazines and books for 
the past 84 years. 

| May we do the same for you? ALL orders will have the 
personal supervision of the partners. 
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- Conversation Piece—2 
$ 
a by JACK HARRISON 
s 
e 


FILLIP: Happy New Year chaps! Had a good Christmas ? 
ALF: Ill say! We’ve cleared £150 carol singing and bought 
s two T.V. sets for the hospital. 
1, JIM: Yes, Fillip, Alf drove us like galley slaves, but we 
enjoyed it. How're the refugees ? 
e FILLIP: Oh, we had a nice quiet time. On Boxing Day Karlos 
a and Anna joined our other kids in a Nativity Play 
d we put on for the old folks. Neither of them speak 
e much English yet, but they fitted in to the story 
e beautifully. In the evening we ran a teenagers’ dance, 
A and, boy, did we rock'n'roll! 
t ALF: J reckon you ought to go and live at that Community 
y Centre of yours, and take your missus with you— 
u she’d see something of you then. 
k z1: By the way, Fillip, have you thought any more about 
S 
d 


ry little problem ? 
FiLLiz: You mean how best to set about this business of 
1t raising the wind to help the Family? Yes, I’ve 
thought about that. I expect you work out a Branch 

e budget for the year, don't you ? 

cig: Well, I try to work out what we shall spend on rent, 
rates, electricity, gas, postages and all the rest of our 
expenses, naturally. I wouldn’t get through the year 
at all if I didn’t. 

FILLIP: And jobs? What about their cost ? 

jim: That varies a bit. We have a Job fund and any odd 
donations we get go into it. But if we tackle some- 
thing really outstanding like the new swings in the 
recreation ground then we ask the local tradesmen 
and other people we know for help. And I must say 
they never refuse it. Of course, our own members 
pull their weight as well. 

FILLIP: Right, now that covers what you might call your 
domestic expenses, except for your Branch contribu- 
tion to the Family Purse. 

ym: But I don’t regard that as a Branch expense. We 
leave that till the end of the year, and then see how 
much we can manage to send to H.Q. 
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— kia 
at you. After all the thin 


about just that one thing! 


FILLIP: James, 
Fillip, honest J don’t. 


yim: I don’t remember, 
= saying that the Branch’s contribution to a 


Family ! 
Branch expense 

a last minute - i 
ention it... -, a 

ym: Now you m ar 


: » Fillip, that’s coming 
Pores pr poi a bit thicker, Alf. I regard the Family i 
F. e 


; jority, ranking equally wit} 
“se as a number one pr 
al expenses, and I expect Branch Treasurers to 


do likewise. — 
alr: It's agin umen nay be content with your Branch 
rinuip: Alfred, my lad, you may A A c 
ii and you may not see any particular need to build 
Toc H anywhere else. Some of us do see the need 
and are keen to help. - 
um: Well, Alf isn’t the only one loyal te Toc H who 
doesn’t see the need, Fillip,—and thers are a few 
who won't see it anyway. ee 
rILLip: There are three things, Jim, which Foc 3 has to 
tackle, three serious problems which pui zil others 
in the shade. The first is membersh:p, we inust see 
to it that more and more men meet Toc 5, the second 
is instruction, how long since is it tha any of your 
recent members were really instructed in Toc H and 
what its job is? And the third is this financial prob- 
lem which constantly threatens to thin down our 
already depleted Staff—and it is a fact that if the 
full time man goes, Toc H generally loses ground. 
These three problems march together, and your 
pile Executive should bear them constantly in 
mind. 
um: Yes, I expect you're right there. I agree about the 
need. What I want to know is how to best put it 
across ? 
FILLIP: Well now, far better to have one solid bash at it at | 
ae we of each year, agree your Budget includ- | 
R s E Contribution. Find out how far 
-assessment subs will meet it and get 


the Branch , 7 
a “ranch to agree ways and means of raising any 
aliance you need.’ 
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siM: You mean a special appeal, a jumble sale or whist 
drive or a dance or something along those lines ? 

FILLIP: Certainly. And when you've laid your plans for the 

’ year, stick to them. That way you don't have to keep 

š harping about money every other Branch night. 

t JIM: No, so long as the self-assessment subs come in 
regularly and so long as we carry out our special 
effort I can see that the problem becomes less of a 
burden and more of a challenge. 

FILLIP: Thats the spirit, Jim. Try these new fangled self- 
assessment cards H.Q. have produced—they’ll help 
you a lot in collecting weekly subs. 

ALF: Well, that’s all very interesting—but what I can’t get 
over is the way these chaps keep changing their 
minds—First five bob capitation fee, then thirty bob 
and now a shilling a week... . 

FILLIP: Here’s my bus. I must go, Alf. 

ALF: There you are, Jim. They’re all alike. You get ’em 
cornered and they beat it that quick you can’t see 
their eyebrows for dust! 

[To be continued.) 
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PLANNED EXTENSION 
i by HARRY TRAVIS 


«i manv places in Britain where Toc Ņ 


HERE are st ity to take root. Th; 

had an opportunity to tay is 

T an m P al and semi-rural districts, and the 

4 e glia over four years in nine attempts to plan 
experi 


ih i ucceeded, has been mog 
ig units of Toc H, m A a n Te ohn eek a 
| valuable and is ae methods adopted varied, but in 
H some pga a methods can be recommended :— 
me 55 the time to make preparations for your plan 
i i Ey he Erieision team: The best chaps a p z posin 
Bit for extension, i.e., those who know their 4 and 
$ i t on to others. They must have 
havens cons ese To Pe E i and ae bea akor Tan 
plenty of enfbiaiasni a en and no attac ar 

R isappointments. , Sem. 

i i bang suitable men, select a village or a district 
where you think Toc H would ‘go’. Then the real work starts. 
There are many different ways of making contacts. If you 
don’t know anyone, arrange to visit the place perscua!'y. The 
local school-master or postmaster should prove ussiul in 
giving you the ‘gen’ on the village. Find out if ihere is a 
bowling green or cricket team and fix a matco for some 
summer evening. A word of advice here, always lst your 
Wy | opponents win! Failing the ‘sports’ approach, look out for 
pij some point of interest, say a poultry farm or dairy farm, the 

} local church or ruins, and ask the residents to join you in a 
visit. A pleasant summer’s evening can be passed in this way. 
Tell them you will come again in the autumn and have a chat 
about Toc H and what it stands for. 

4. Having got over the first hurdle, follow your visit with 


some short articles on Toc H in the local press under that 
particular village news. 


5. Autumn is the time to 


£ to get cracking on your first meeting. 
Arrange to meet in the village school or institute in a small 
room. Church or chapel rooms should be avoided if possible. 


he Your summer friends should be inyi 5 
Hi pal. The nroceedi e invited to come and bring a 


proceedings should be very j 3 
together about Toc H ery informal; more of a chat 


in general, what we do in Toc H and 
22 


TOC H JOURNAL 


a æ m A 


why we do it. Use a candle for ‘Light’ and close with home- 
going prayers. If six or more chaps have turned up, ask about 
another meeting and fix it up. Leave your staff man or expert 
until the fifth or sixth meeting. It is better to start in a humble 
way and build up from that. 

6. At your next meeting, you can go into more detail about 
running a meeting and appoint a temporary Chairman and 
Secretary. At the third meeting you can relax a little and let 
them have a hand in running the meeting. 

7. At the fourth meeting it would be advisable to ask a 
local celebrity to give a talk on something of local interest 
and there should be no objection to making it a little Guest- 
night and invite the ladies, just to let them see what their 
men folk are up to. Of course, if at all possible, a cup of tea 
and biscuits should be available at all the meetings. Expenses 
can be met by those present, or you may like to have an 
Extension Fund. 

8. The fifth meeting should find the unit well under way 
and your staff man can be called in to give a talk on the 
wider issues of Toc H. 

Much more could be told but these are some of the methods 
used. They may seem simple, and yet they worked. As we 
loce round now and see the wonderful spirit of fellowship 
which has developed where Toc H has been established, the 
great work these members are doing in bringing some measure 
of ‘appiness and joy to the infirm aged people and others, we 
fee! that it has been well worth the time spent. The present 
is a time of challenge to all members of Toc H to extend and 


TWO BOOKS 


by ALEC CHURCHER 


T FIRST of these two books* is by two Methodist 
ministers and though it is not altogether easy 
reading it should provide much food for thought and dis- 
cussion by Toc H members and Branches in their efforts to 
discover what is the will of God, revealed in Christ, in regard 
to many contemporary problems. There are chapters on the 
home and family, on the economic order and on international 
relations, (and did not Something to Bite On suggest that 
Toc H should pay special attention to tbese questions?) The 
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i about the W 
ood things to say a elfarę 
authors have ppt in politics, and the book aS a Whole 
State and the urvey of the social implications of the 
provides 4 orld of today. — 
fon book, a Church of England publication, can 


i junction with the first. The greate 

usefully be read tical survey but there is a last chapter a 
art of it 1S 3 tions of the Present and Future” which covers 
“Leading re the same ground as the first book but with a 
a good on a slant. Writing in the Foreword, Sir Wilfred 
slightly diferet = dissent from the kind of approach to the 
Garrett wear which we are concerned in this Report which 
ponam sai God into the economic sphere’. He is there 
speaks o Mo ian and commerce are part of His world: He 
already. t the centre of these as He is of all other social 
IS, al duty is to recognise His presence there, and 
ae Saal women of goodwill to seek to know His 
a mi to obey His will for them in their work, no less 
fan in other departments of their lives”. 

Christian Social Ethics by Bertrand J. Coge'* ané John P. K, 
Byrnes (Epworth Press 12s. 6d.). l oo 

The National Church and the Social Order. Ax ngl ty conducted 
by Tbe Social and Industrial Council of the ‘irca of England. 
(Church Information Board 5s. 6d.). 


The Elder Brethren 


Bacon.—On November 9, HERBERT MARTIN BACON. aged 57, a mem- 


ber of Hayes Branch and formerly of the London Scottish Regiment. 
Elected 17.1.°33. 


Dawes.—On November 9, ALFRED BARTON Dawes, aged 75, a 
member of Portishead Branch. Elected 1.6.°39. 


GARSIDE.—On October 12, HARRY GARSIDE, aged 79, a probationer 
of Rillington Branch. 


Heav.—On September 26, ERNEST WILLIAM FRANCIS HEAD, aged 
60, a member of Corsham Branch, Elected 11.3.’36. 


HicHcock.—On October 14. ROBERT HIGHCOCK, aged 55. a member 
of Sheringham Branch. Elected 1.1.°50, 

MILTON.—On November 7, FREDERICK F. MILTON, aged 68, a mem- 
ber of Wimbledon Branch. Elected 29.7.38. 


Murpxy.—On November 10, Jonn J. Murpny, aged 60, a member 
of Hyde Park Branch. Elected 30.5.°30, 


NIckoLas.—On November 19, RicHarD James Nickolas (‘Nick’). 
as re Gio y h Branch. Elected 19.5.38. A 
hile B cr 18, Geo E ember 
of Haywards Heath Branch. Elected moe Anpa ene 
u 
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Who's Who cna EXECUTIVE 


JOHN GOSS 


John lived at the old Mark XV, Woolwich, from 1928 to 193] 
while a student at the Royal Naval College and later joined the staff 
of the Dockyard School at Portsmouth. He subsequently became 
Senior Master and, in 1946, transferred to 
Chatham, becoming Headmaster there until 
1953, when he returned to Portsmouth as 
Principal. Within the Movement he has held 
a variety of offices, including Branch Pilot, 
District Pilot and District Chairman and has 
served on the Elections Committee and Guard 
of the Lamp. Previously a member of the 
Central Executive (1947-55) he is also at 
present Portsmouth District Chairman. John 
une a Rover Scout in 1925 and has been 
jy A.S.M., S.M., A.D.C., and D.C., and is now City Com- 
i at Portsmouth. When time permits, his other interests are 
i music, theatre, cricket, football and ‘struggling through 
s crossword’, 


DUDLEY FOSTER HERRING 


Born in London in 1905. Moved to Norwich when aged five and 
back again to London at twenty-two. Claims to be a Londoner or 
East Anglian as occasion requires! Joined Toc H in 1932 and has 
been a member of Orpington and Sevenoaks 
Branches. Has held all the Branch offices 
including Pilot, and is now Treasurer of 
Orpington Branch. During the last war was 
a private in the Kent Home Guard where he 
learnt guerilla warfare but only routed lovers 
(by mistake). Started his career as a pro- 
fessional accountant but is now an Assistant 
Secretary in the Ministry of Pensions and 
National Insurance. Married with two grown- 
up children, any time left over from his job 
and Toc H is spent in following his hobby of music. Known to many 
members as a contributor to these pages, 
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As the ship was not sailing for a few days he telephoned 
the Area Secretary, Percy Passmore, and was told there was a 
meeting that night of the Semaphore & Largs Bay Branch 
near Port Adelaide where he was a welcomed guest at a games 
evening held in their own very nice rooms. 

The next day the ship sailed, calling at Surabaya, Samarang, 
Djakata, Port Swettenham, a hurried sight-seeing trip to 
Kuala Lumpur, but no opportunity seemed to present itself 
to find Toc H in these places. 

Jack Daniels left the ship at 
Singapore and booked into a 
hotel and the first thing he did 
was to telephone Bob Preston as 
at Talbot House, Scotts Road. f# meia 
Fle was soon caught up in the 
Toc H activities, helping with 
a picnic at Changi (of prison 
camp fame) for Chinese handi- ¢% 
oped children and orphans, 
wed by dinner that night 
26 Talbot House and followed Ë 
by a Branch meeting, and the ° ze 
following night a meeting at Jack Daniels fat Mt. Faber, Singapore. 
the Naval Base. 

The plane from London was twenty-four hours late so he 
rasraged to have an extra weekend in Singapore, and had 
ine opportunity of going to evensong at the cathedral and a 
socia? afterwards with Toc H members very much in evidence, 
Eric Maiden the Branch Chairman, and of course Bob Preston. 


The next day he left by plane for Wellington via Djakata, 
Darwin, Sydney, and Aukland, ending a holiday of forty days, 
and so back to work and a welcome return to the Branch. 


From Pat Jaques, Hon. Dominions Secretary, New Zealand. 


“KLETS” EDITORIAL 


This newsletter is produced in the Western Province, South 
Africa, and the September number has an editorial article 
written by ‘Ossie’ Joseph, the Area Secretary, from which I 
am glad to quote. 


Jain Fraser, writing in New Forum, says of the building of a diverse 
sort of group: “Such a process is not likely to be swift or spectacular. 
but the significant fact is that when a diverse group is established, it 
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n any like-minded 
drive out of all proportion to ifs 


i numbers of Branches know 
umerica ength.” That this is truc, num ers. te melts ay 
hm Their own $ ; erience. Fist M we have our essential 
om i Bre h: “We have our born leaders. 
of his Branch: 


itive i other is 
i inki d positive, while an 
uick thinking an y ae anoen a 
servers. TWO eae a great deal o hong pe. [pen 
TARA those who steer the middle penis Ge 
Then there are ise.” He records too, a W! ae 
ae Nene eon of the ontrastin well seasoned 
these ci 


i der tha 
uality of life and experience profoun 
h i achieve and a creativ 
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ry eae centres, and in the Peninsula we 2 pompy 
AA Afrikaner. These deficiencies call for 
aile: 
attenffon, f materials when we do succeed in 
ke the most ot our é 
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i i i ‘shak A | 
Sail abate wot mene minds are to be brought together their 
PEL PPY be hak i We spend much time talking about cabbages 
nes A eee Tabs we are going to do and the jobs we have 
anne the Teter of vital concern where prejudices run deep and 


i ings are rife often are left out of account. There is ihe 
miS AERAN ES BEE the expert to the group but also to encourage 
the individual member, in the family circle, to se ih his E m 
way, his particular point of view. Some folk complain that mectings 
are dull. They would not be if we had, more frequently, < 
exchanges of ideas; and let us be unafraid of verbal fisticuffs. 
encounters may not lead to a basis of agreement but through th 
can be built bridges of understanding and our respect for one another 
can deepen. 


Wolf Cub Leadership 


by PAUL WHITE 
A FEW YEARS AGO, I had the privilege of contributing 


Assistant Cubmaster. As I am now a Cubmaster, as well as 
a District Cubmaster with about a hundred cubs scattered 


to be found in Cubbing. 

The job of a Cubmaster is one that is Open to both men 
and women. Training is readily available and generally takes 
one of three forms: (A) attaching onese] i 
Cubmaster for a period— (B) attending a 
ing Course (C) obtaining one’s Wood Badge at Gilwell Park 
28 
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Chingford, or at other approved centres in various parts of 
the ar 

How does one set about the job? In the ff 
believe that the Cubmaster should cteit the ne oc 
as often, as he can, getting to know the whole family. When 
visiting in my local villages I am known as ‘Akela’ by almost 
all the young people. Always remember that your job is to 


play and work with your boys and not stand by looking on 
and issuing orders! p 


e 
The Scouter 

And now about weekly Pack Meetings. As a country 
Scouter, I can really tell you most about my own Pack and 
its meetings in the open air. Every second of the fine weather. 
winter and summer, we spend on the acres of National Trust 
properly which is within ten minutes walk of our headquarters. 
Here in the woods, scrub and thick mossy grass. wonderful 
games are played, imagining ourselves as smugglers, redskins, 
and all kinds of animals! 

Indoors our programmes vary and the games are even more 
varied. but training does not take a backseat. The boys work 
in teams of six and when they are ready, Proficiency Badge 
Tests have to be arranged. Just now we are preparing for our 
annual handicraft contest, and as we are the hosts to the 
district we are getting up a variety show. Cubs are natural 
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r sixes is encouraged to think out 


actors. and each one of ou 
ibution. 


I vn contr! : J 
My senior boys 89 10 apee r boys really well. 


it is at camp that a mlessly akent watt 
an i , or know 
` here aR leadership. If po oar oe EEA 
. . 3 s D. H x 
who is interested. I i received most 
soniriel Commissioner where you will be 


thankfully. 


REBUILT by HARBORNE 


by STAN HOWARD 


Decemper 1, was an important date in 
paek of Harborne (Birmingham) Branch, for 
on that day the Bishop of Birmingham, the Right en 
Wilson, C.M.G., D.D.. supported by his chaplain and by 
ministers representing the Harborne Baptist and Methodist 
churches, dedicated the rebuilt chapel at Harborne’s head- 
quarters, in the presence of about forty members of the 
Harborne and Harborne Women’s Association Branches and 
twenty-five invited guests. Amongst the guests were Miss 
Edith Pitt, M.P. for Edgbaston and a number of the members 
of the Birmingham City Council. 

It was away back in the 1920’s that the founder members 
of the Branch, determined to have their own headquarters, 
purchased a site on which they erected a wooden hut, adding 
to it an annexe consisting of a kitchen and chapel. This 
temporary building was given a twenty years’ lease of life by 
the local authority but the Branch decided that as soon as 
possible this would be replaced by a permanent building. To 
this end a building fund was launched, and by 1939 it seemed 
that fulfilment of the Branch’s ambitions was in sight. Then 
came the war with its devastation of plans and hopes. The 
hut survived in spite of incendiary bombs which singed the 
paint on the porch, and after the war the Branch was rebuilt 
ao be faithful members who had carried on. The fabric 
od = a aT had suffered from the passing of time 
The members of the Branch estimated the cost of their 


dream building i i 
e ing in the light of post-war values and then looked 


mp in the summer. and 
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at their building fund. The dollar gap was insignificant by 
the side of their sterling gap. Steadfastly refusing to touch the 
fund. they themselves carried out major repairs to the building, 
financing the job as they went along. The years went by and 
the time came for the kitchen and chapel to be dealt with. 
Examination brought a shock. Both had gone beyond reason- 
able repair—they needed rebuilding at a cost far beyond 
current income. So, a little regretfully it was decided to use 
the building fund for the purpose. 

Early in 1955 plans were drawn up—this time it was for a 
real extension of the hut and not an annexe—and passed to 
the various corporation departments for approval. 

Early in May all normal Branch activities were temporarily 
suspended and preparation for demolition began. Jn charge 
of the operations was the Branch’s only expert—a builder by 
occupation—the others being willing amateurs. His was a 
very arduous job for not only had he to direct the unskilled 
efforts of his workmen into useful and productive channels, 
but he had also to undertake all the really skilled tasks. 

As work progressed one problem remained unsolved. One 
of the aspirations of the Branch was to replace the imitation 
stained glass windows of the old chapel with genuine ones. 
Unfortunately quotations received for these had proved to be 
beyond the available resources and it seemed that the idea 
would come to nothing. Then, as so often happens in Toc H, 
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rincipal of a Smethwick firm of 
osition and offered to put 


it became possible. The p 
ae Bae artists heard of the p 
the job within our means. , l 

The three windows thus acquired are superb. They consist 
of a central window displaying the Toc H cross in gold with 
the words of the Ceremony of Light around the edge and a 
smaller window on either side, one showing the arms of Ypres 
and the other the arms of the City of Albert. Each of these 
windows carries two of the Four Points of the Compass and 
are illuminated by concealed lighting from behind. 

And so at the end of October after six months’ proof of 
the practical value of a corporate job, the task was completed, 
The result being a kitchen which any housewife would be 
glad to own and a chapel of which Harborne is justly proud. 
The idea of a new permanent building has had to be forgotten 
for the time being but meanwhile the headquarters at 
Harborne have been granted a new lease of life. 
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FROM 
ALL PARTS 


DIRECT from AREAS 


OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY—An Indian from East Africa, 
and an Indian from the Himalayas, a Swazi, a missionary from South 
Africa, and the local men and women in the Chalgrove group met. 
There were, in that room, Christian, Muslim and Hindu. In that 
room, as we looked at the Indians and Africans, and heard them 
speak, their countries became more real, places where people lived. 
and the peoples of these countries mattered more to us than they had 
before. As we heard them describe, too, their Mohammedan and 
Hindu religions, our own Christianity seemed to matter more, to leap 
into a new relevance, so much so that we made a note to find out 
more about this Christianity! We might possibly know, then, as 
much about what we believed as this Muslim and Hindu! Then, 
political actions seemed to get nearer to us, to be deeds for which we 
were responsible, and in which we were intimately involved. “We 
cannot see,” said the man from East Africa, “why you went into 
Egypt.” He spoke gently. “You have lost Africa by doing so, we 
think. You are losing many of us who would have looked towards 
you. You sce, this is a new day. God demands a new awareness from 
all of us,—not these foolish gestures of force.” He was so dispas- 
sionate that the moral issues seemed to crowd all the more round our 
heads,—and even those who had had no opinion before began to 
think. OLIVER WILKINSON. 


BEDS. & HERTS. — Reg 
Green and Len Levett, who 
hived off from Harpenden 
Branch twelve months ago, 
saw the results of their 
efforts when the new Batford 
Branch received their Lamp 
from the hands of the Arca 
Chairman, Dr. David Gullick. 
Padre Jim Davies spoke to 
the new members and those 
from neighbouring Branches 
who were present. Efforts to- 
wards extension at Chesham 
are also being made by the 
‘ local District Team whose 
Herts. Advertiser Secretary is Cyri! Pratt, 75 

David Gulli iie Rithord’s ‘Ls Shrubland Avenue, Berk- 

avi ullick presents Battord’s Lamp. hamsted. Active steps are 
also being taken to re-form the Branch at Baldock led by Len Emery 
and Bob Christic, 90 Marymead Drive, Stevenage. Outside help is 
being enlisted by Stevenage in forming an International Club. 

Frank R. FIGG. 


FROM ALL PARTS a 


a have been busy during 
mE his month) running 


N—M 1 he A ; 
WESTE and will continue, the Bood, Yoga] Old Age Pensioners, 
ino z e parties and socials ar dicted. Other Branches have 


needy folk. handicappi Christmas epee xe they 
selene many Eg Country Branches have TA, a nd 
were red Yule-tide logs to their lomi Ota Tenth ee 
Branches have arranges eee nee grateful to members of The 
mance of Murder on the 
h had a letter from a 


Curtain Theatre Club who | 
ere he is now a member, in time 


| 
Fi Nile in aid of 

| member who m i oo ie 
| a Mair Worle Oe re to “From all Parts” and am always 
most interested t TA Pn H 
you are not only maintal 5 

I thank God t 

ae Hom i mi in this job.” Winterbourne | Branch hope to 

aS Cotterell carly in the New Year. 


levens, and also in Swindon i l 
em tt is hoped that initial meetings 1n these places will be 


held in the near future Weston- 
social evenings for the younge k 
two new Bankes have recently had their Lamps bestowed. 


ey se maree ena a 


E. LONDON—The group at Upminster became a Branch in 
November and received its Lamp at a District Rally at Hornchurch, 
in the presence of a hundred members and guests. The Lamp was 
lit from that of Hornchurch Branch, which had had most to do with 
the growth of the new unit. Afterwards Ben Miles (a former Arca 
Secretary) gave a vivid picture of life and conditions in Malaya and 
of the work of Toc H there. John Taylor and his Banjoists entertained 
and the Upminster Rovers gave a pleasing rendering of famous tunes 
on handbells. At the “Leisure Time” Annual Exhibition organised 
by the East Ham Education Committee. November 6 to 9, the East 
Ham Toc H Stall was awarded a Certificate of Merit. 

Mayne ELSON. 

LINCOLNSHIRE—Market Rasen new Branch had their Lamp 
Bestowal on December 4 when the whole North East Lincs. District 
supported them. Two new groups have been started at Grasby & 
Searty and at North Kelsey. The North Kelsey secretary is P.C. 

ennis Smith, Police House, North Kelsey, Lincoln. Grasby-Searby’'s 


Bos BotTon. 
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A A mé nt 


Se a ee 


y North Devon Journal Herald 
Barnstaple group receiving their Rushlight from the District’ Chairman 


SOUTH WESTERN—A very successful one-day Conference was 
held by Torbay District as a follow-up to the recent Power Con- 
ference at Westward Ho! Intended for those unable to go to West- 
ward Ho! it was a very successful gathering. "Tis Minstrel-time at 
Dawlish once again, and the Branch are in the middle of their series 
of shows, mainly for Hospitals and Old Peoples Homes. A job well 
donc! GILBERT FRANCIS. 


EAST ANGLIA—From all parts of the Area news comes in of 
considerable activity in connection with Hungarian relief work, many 
hundreds of pounds have been raised in house-to-house collections, 
penny trails, concerts and dances. Several Branch meetings had to be 
cancelled to allow the sorting and packing of clothes collected and 
stored in Branch rooms, W.A. members giving valuable help in cases 
where necdie and thread were necessary. Holgate Branch collected 
over a thousand toys for Hungarian refugee children. Congratulations 
to Pockthorpe (Norwich District) on being recognised as a Branch. 
A new Waveney District has been formed consisting of Lowestoft. 
Beccles and Loddon Branches. A very successful Area Week-end was 
held at Overstrand at which Padre John Jones was the Guest speaker. 
Dersingham Branch decided the village churchyard required tidying 
and the grass cutting. Having started the task they now have a roster 
of 105 male members of the village out of a total population of 1,800. 
Members of the new Branch at Sudbury sawed, chopped and bundled 
wood from three telegraph poles. Norwich District members are to 
discuss with the Lord Mayor a scheme for the collection and distribu- 
tion to old people of the surplus produce from allotments and gardens 
in the city. REG SMITH. 


NORTH WESTERN—We have had the pleasure of a visit from 
Sydney Swain who told us how to recruit Builders and also himself 
obtained a number of new Builders for us. In the north of the Area 
Preston have been hosts to the Fylde and East Lancashire Districts 
at a happy and homely and very well supported gathering. Branches 
in the south of the Area came to Mark XXIV, Liverpool, to spend 
an evening with John Callf, the Administrator. Jim GREEN. 
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z : i to the 
gry loring with a view 
District are exp having a friend or 
W. LONDON— Tyburn, at Fulham. Anyo ould please notify 
foundation of a new g might be inten 3. Mayne ELSON. 
acquaintance 5 Chelsea Cloisters, London, >. ¥¥ - 
John Cook, 2 


bers of the 
ixty-six disabled people, mem 

f sixty-six disa ich, led by a Toc H 
LONDON—A pay King’s Lynn and genes and on arrival were 
pe Pappea! jirka, disabled, visited London an i 
member who 1S 


tour, finishin 
ches and taken on a comprehensive E 
met by motor coa 


D ovided. Toc H guides 
sai a high tea was pri salen 
ata Te Saara bleh en were in gaged and repack the 
others have been busy helping te cot i the benefit of refugees 
othar Have anfRIES of clothing receive nancies 
imme 


from Hungary. 


i k. a mile or two west of 
bi t meeting at Hoo follow- 
SOUDER ce was held Sees sea ine padres, 
artley ; ' have roun i 
= ‘mixture’ they I officers. Contacts 
up since. The ‘mixturi and two sewage disposa C 
5 Todenolom a publican e Grove, Hartley Winnen, East M paang: 
Ae batik out here, in the person $ land If you know of 
ale si few men around him at Hayling e ibosi. please let 
w elie voluntarily or otherwise eared e “Hayling Iland 
n ad. . 
Toe know at: The Manor Stores, Manor Road, an KNIGHT: 


has held Training 

ES— th Wales Padre Herbert Leggate eld : 

Pear carne Newport and Swanson and 1ed a Traning eek 

end for North Wales Branches at Rhyl. Het allen 
istrict Festival at Carmarthen whe x 

ee ton cae in the afternoon a series of sketches were 


of Griffithstown Branch, returned to Monmouthshire, to see, as he 
put it “A dream come true”. The occasion was the dedication and 
Opening of a hall for the old 


f . Toc H members 
had been responsible for organisi i 


BRIAN KINGSLEY-Davies. 
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S. & S.E. LONDON—A spccial effort in ai i 
was made in October by the Penge & read ek rane peg 
sored the performance of a play The Vigil by the St. George's Pleven 
of Forest Hill. An audience of over 250 people were completely held 
by the players, who, in modern costume, represented the imaginar 
trial of the gardener concerning the removal of Christ's body to 
the Tomb, Sam Evans 


Kentish Times 


An exhibition organised by Sidcup Branch, publicising not only Toc H but also 
other helpful organisations, being opened by the Rev. Sam Evans, Area Padre. 


WEST MIDLANDS—Most Branches and Districts have been 
actively engaged carrying out their plans for the festive scason and 
one Branch was successful in interesting loca] Youth Clubs to take 
part in entertaining the children of a large hospital. With right good- 
will these Youth Clubbers decided on scenic decorations depicting a 
Beauty Parlour for the girls; “Davey Crockett" for the boys and a 
Nativity scene for tinies. Needless to say the relationships between 
Toc H locally and the Youth of the district have been considerably 
enriched. A new ‘grope’ has made a beginning at Castlecroft. The 
acting Secretary is F. C. Williams, 28 Northfield Grove. Merryhill. 
Wolverhampton, who would be interested to hear of contacts in this 
part of Wulfrun District. Branches in the Birmingham Districts 
recently assisted in securing hospitality for some of the Malayan 
teachers at Brunsford Lodge (Howard Cookscy’s college). sent out on 
practical training in Birmingham and suburbs. Tentative plans for 
Jubilee Jamboree, 1957. A get-together in Sutton Park, August 8. 
Speakers: Bishop ‘Pat’ Leonard—Scout Commissioner J. F. Colquhoun. 
Service in Sutton Parish Church in the evening. Preacher, Bishop 
‘Pat’ Leonard. Bos Purpy. 
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piano recital by Dame Myra 
October 12, the Cosim payes K local d 
Ri nd the oon for tw 
the play Ring Rour pon or 
aoe hs Cae in aid of ihe Family Pares TEE = gre 
nights in Noven iew. The monthly | al Members L 
from every point of pi different aspects | of Re i ms tingham, 
Club invite ee a fortnightiy visit to hu A, peeo mn nal 
Haydn group from their interest 11 , the the 
Children’s Home. eae Alireton held its annual Cimu A 
lah ate i Ji ilarious aflair, ) 3 
ig eee which was quite @ Sl OS Te e Sratad Ws a 


Branch. Riddi Š aled for hel 
show put on by the hen the Red Cross appe cip 
birthday with e n responded. aceon ihe free use o 
Normanton (Der y spent a Saturday collecting and delivering gifts 
a 10-cwt. truck Paa api for Hungarian refugees at Ponington Hall 
of clothing an d Long Eaton have also been usy helping the 
Castle Donington an Les WHEATLEY, 
refugees. 


i i f ne of the old 
tmas was a little early for son he, 
. N. TONDON E te they didn't object! The Branch entertained 
ae "followed by a first-class entertainment, on November 3, 
Pe ets fas been formed at Hendon and is going strong. The 


$ Apacs 5 Bitt Hill, N.W.7. 
Secretary is E. W. (‘Pat’) Ivers, 155 Bittacy Hi Mayne ELSON. 


—Following a 


Farnham Castle Weeks, 1957 


For the seventh year in succession Farnham Castle has 
been booked for the month of August and plans are being 
made to welcome new and old friends—members of Toc H 
and Toc H Women’s Association. their families and friends. 


The first period will be from Sunday, August 4 to Satur- 
day, August 10. and the charge (which covers breakfast, 
lunch, tea and dinner) will be £4 10s. Od. for adults and 
£2 7s. 6d. for children up to sixteen years of age. 


The other periods will be Saturday, August 10 to August 17; 
August 17 to August 24; August 24 to August 31. The 
charge for each of these periods will be £5 5s. Od. for adults 
and £2 15s. Od. for children up to sixteen years of age. 


Bookings for a week or a fortnight can be made on and after 
March 1. A deposit of £1 will be required when the Booking 
Form is returned, the deposit being refunded in the event of 
the booking being cancelled on or before June 30. 

Applications for Booking Forms and 
be addressed to : The Warden, Toc H Far 
47 Francis Street, London, S.W.1. i 


all enquiries should 
nham Castle Weeks, 
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ORENMUSHINES 


The Editor welcomes letters on all matters concerning 
Toc H. For reasons of space the right is reserved to 
shorten letters submitted, and every effort is made to 
print a representative selection from those received. 


qn AOOO 


‘Green Rushes’ 


Go grow the Rushes ho!" 
has always been a particularly 
warm favourite of mine, and I 
am as delighted with your Christ- 
mas Garland as I am proud to be 
—even in a minor way—associ- 
ated with your lovely and de- 


lightful exposition of the old 
song. M. P. G. LEONARD, 
Norwich Bishop of Thetford. 


THANE you very much for 
sending a copy of ‘Green 
Rushes’, in which you have repro- 
duced two of our paintings. 
What a charming little booklet! 
PUBLICATIONS MANAGER. 

National Gallery, 

Trafalgar Square. 


‘(CREEN RUSHES’ is a most 
delightful production, and I 
am very glad to have it to add to 
our material on the subject. 
SARAH JACKSON. 
The English Folk Dance and 
Song Society, London, W.1. 


HAT a good idea! I do 

congratulate you on ‘Green 
Rushes. JOHN CRIPPS, 
“The Countryman’, Editor. 
Burford, Oxford. 


‘(SREEN RUSHES’ has fasci- 
nated me for many years but 
I have never met anyone who was 
able to explain its meaning as 
clearly as Barclay Baron has done. 
J. W. BALTOUR PAUL. 
Edinburgh. 


OPEN HUSTINGS 


We wish to thank all those readers 
who have written to tell us that 
they have enjoyed the Supple- 
ment issued with the December 
JOURNAL.—Epb. 


The Bordon Company 


OR LONG I have felt that 
* Toc H is not doing half what 
it might owing to the lack of 
Spiritual awareness among the 
vast majority of its membership. 
There is far too much talk in 
Toc H about a “simple religion” 
and worshipping God in the Open 
Air etc., much of which I suspect 
is just an excuse for not getting 
down to some real spiritual exer- 
cise. Toc H simply cannot be 
the kind of show God means it 
to be if the members do not be- 
come aware of their calling. 

It is for this reason that I feel 
the need for such a fellowship as 
the Bordon Company. 

To-day the world needs a 
challenge from Toc H. If we 
become neither more or less than 
those around us as regards 
spiritual growth how can we hope 
to “Let Our Light So Shine”. An 
unlit Lamp is not much use as 
regards illumination ! 

I feel that the greatest need in 
this country to-day is a realisa- 
tion “that behind the ebb and 
flow of things temporal stand the 
Eternal Realities”. That mere 
material satisfaction is | not 
enough, is becoming increasingly 
more obvious to us all. Man can- 
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satisfied with television 
fi lone. 

and football pools a . 

ir would suggest that we might 

include in our intercessions aa 

spirit in Industrial Relationships. 

and a renewal of Spiritual aware 


sss among us all. 
ise ARTHUR COLLINS. 


not be 


Portsmouth. 
AVING read the pamphlet in 


our Branch and noted he 
p F: y ‘>n a- 

sntral Executive's comme: 
ENR we feel moved to 


tion of il 
register a protasi an 

Towards the end. U 
state that they wish to avoid the 


creation of a separate entity with- 
in Toc H, yet that Is precisely 
the purpose to be gathered from 
the rest of the pamphlet, and 1s 
indeed what would happen if a 
suficient number of Toc H mem- 
bers supported it. This setting up 
of a movement within 2 move- 
ment—no matter how well inten- 
tioned—too often leads ultimately 
to the break up of the parent 
body due to a conflict of loyal- 
lics and direction. 

Surely the strength of Toc H 
lies in its practical! approach to 
Christianity through men of 
widely differing views meeting as 
a family. 

Societies and groups for the 
contemplation and aesthetic 
appreciation of Christianity 
abound in the Churches which 
are their natural homes and pro- 
genilors, The setting up of such 
a company within Toc H for this 
purpose is, we feel, both unwise 
and unnecessary. 

a Keir Corre. 
Gillingham Branch. 


‘The Silent World? 


May I comment briefly on the 
= Second paragraph of Mr. 
meee understanding 
e e Silent World” i 
November JOURNAL? orein. the 


d a warning. 
its authors 


Royal Association in Aj 
of the Deaf and Dumb coven 
London. Middlesex. Essex, Surre 
and West Kent only, but the rest 
of the United Kingdom Is Covere 
by a network of similar SOcictiey 
so that there is now NO part of 
the country untouched. Each 
society is responsible for the 
appointment of its own mis. 
sioners and staff, but | feel conf. 
dent that I would be speaking fo, 
them all if | said that they woulg 
welcome the help of Toc H in 
such ways as may be possible 
under their varying conditions, 
Members of Toc H over man 


The 


years have given valuable help , 


io this work among the deaf, ang 
we are all most grateful. 

If any reader at any time js 
uncertain of the address of his or 
her local mission for the deaf, 
we would be happy to advise, as 
Mr. Herring suggests. 

A. F. MACKENZIE, 
Chaplain Superintendent, 


Roval Association in aid of the . 


Deaf and Dumb, 
55 Norfolk Square, London, W.2, 


Holiday Offer 
TTOW would you !:ke wo have 
la holiday in lovely East- 
bourne? The Branch can offer 
you accommodation in the base- 
ment of its own H.Qs. This is a 
bed-sitting room, which can sleep 
three people. you also have the 
use of a kitchen, except during 
the hours of Branch meetings. 
Children must be under one year. 
or over twelve, and the cost is 
25s. per week; during Sept. and 
Oct. it is 30s. as the gas fire is 
often required. We can offer this 
accommodation from June till 
October, and | shall be glad to 
supply further details. 
4 (Mrs.) A. STANDIDGE. 
29 Longstone Road 
Eastbourne, , 
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